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Verstappen threatens to qui

Maolly Hudson
Mitor Racing Reporter, beddah

The crisis engulfing Red Bull deepened
last night when Max Verstappen
threatened to quit the team if his close
ally Helmut Marke leaves.

Marko, an B0-vear-old senior adviser
to the team, has been at Red Bull since
it launched in Formula 1 and is close to
the world champion.

Verstappen was responding to com-
ments from Marke earlier yesterday
that he could be facing suspension as
part of the fallout from the allegations
made a female emplovee against
team principal Christian Horner, She
accused Horner of controlling behavy-
pour bt an independent nvestigation
exonerated him and she has since been
suspended by the team,
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Speaking in Jeddah before to-
day’s Saudi Arabian Grand Prix, Marko
toldl the Austrian Bw.uil.‘ﬂ'-llﬂb Corpo-

ration that there is a “theoretical possi-
bility”™ he could be suspended by Red
Bull and would miss the n ce in

Australia. Marko added: “In the end [
decide for myselfwhat I'mgoing todo.”

When Verstappen was asked post-
qualifying if he needed Marko to re-
the team for him to stay, he
replicd: “I've always said that Lo the
team. They know that”

Y ppen also warned Red Bull
y move to oust Marko would be
“not p:ut».i for my sitwation [at Red Bull]

as well”.

Verstappen saick “From my side, 1
have a lot of respect for Helmut and
whial we have achieved together; it goes
very far. Also my loyalty to him is very
big. 1 have al wpressed this to

(

everyone within the team, everyone
high up, that he is an important part in
ision-making for all the time in

weell within the team.
mportant that
the team _ .. including
else, it is a whole tean effort. It is very
important that we keep the key people
together because 1 feel like if such an
important pillar falls away — that isal-
t 1 have said to the team — that
m-t aood for my situation as well.
or sure, for me, Helmut has to stay:
He has built this team together with [¥i-
etrich [Mateschitz, the Red Bull team
founderwho died in 2022]from day one
aivd he has always been very loyal to the
team, to evervone within the team, to
make sure everyone would keep their
pasitions from back in the day.

‘It is also very important that you
Continued on p:lgel].
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Eric Dier talks to Henry
Winter about rebuilding

t Bearman, 18, will become

Britain’s youngest F1 driver

after a creditable performance in

Molly Hudson

Oliver Bearman, 15, will tud.'r_u' bevome
the youngest Briton to drive in a grand
rrari

Lewis Hamilton,
prix after he was called up by
when Carlos
with appendicitis.

Bearman, who is from Chelmsford,
has been at Ferrari since he was 16,
when he left his school in the UK to
move to the team’s drver academy in
northern Italy,

When he races in todays Saudi
Arabian Greand Prix in Jeddah, he will
be the third-youngest person of any
nationality to drive in a grand prix; the
youngest was Max Verstappen, who
macle his debut at 17 in 2005,

Bearman will be 1lth on the grd

Bearmans  father,
millionaire founder and ¢
of m--mum Group,

Briton to drive for F
since Migel Manse

while
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qualifying last night, given he had never

/ eivan Fl car after dark,
art three places behind
who  will
Meroedes to join Ferran next
Davi
hief executive

leave
CasOn.
,  the

insurance

rervouzly from the
rage a5 his son took part

Beqrnmn '|r.|'|0 hecomes the 12th
‘errari and the first
in 19490, speaks
English with an Italian twang aciquired
fing in Modena for the past

> e deserves a full-
time place with an Flteam next season.
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